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The quality of your microphone can make the di!erence between

a good podcast and a professional podcast. The Podcaster from

Rode is one microphone that can give you that studio sounding

quality without requiring extra hardware.

The Podcaster is a dynamic mic that connects to your Mac via

USB and does not require any type of breakout box or phantom

power. It is self powered, so that means you donit need to worry

about external power supplies, although it does need a powered

USB port. Connecting the Mic to one of your Macis built-in USB

ports, or into a powered USB hub will do the trick.

The mic ships with a USB cable and a mic stand adapter, so itis

ready to go when you take it out of the box. No special drivers

are  needed,  either.  Actually,  there  are  no  special  drivers  or

additional  software  for  Mac  Podcaster  users,  even though the

manual says there are.

The Rode Podcaster microphone.

You will  need your own mic stand,  and be sure to balance it

because the Podcaster is a fairly heavy microphone. Like about

two pounds heavy.

Since the Podcaster is a dynamic mic, it is designed to pic up

sound that is directly in front of it. The audio quality is really

good, but you can tell when someone pulls away or gets to close

to the mic. Thatis not a problem with the Podcaster, but instead

just the nature of dynamic microphones.

Despite the great audio quality, I did have some issues getting

enough  gain  out  of  the  Podcaster.  When  Ricky  Spero  and  I

started  testing  this  mic  during  the  Apple  Weekly  Report

podcast, I  had to max out the sound input level in the Sound

Preference Pane. I also had to keep the mic a bit closer to my

face than I was comfortable with while recording.

I first used the Podcaster during the December 16, 2006 edition

of AWR. If you listen closely, you can hear where I accidentally

bumped my glasses against the mic while turning my head. Odds

are that most people were born with better physical coordination
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than I was, so you probably wonit have to worry about bouncing

your face o! the Podcaster while recording - but that wouldnit

have happened if I didnit have to get so close to the mic.

If  you  want  to  monitor  your  audio  input  directly  from  the

microphone, you can do that, too. It includes a headphone jack

and volume out control on the side of the mic body. This is the

only  microphone  Iive  every  tested  that  included  its  own

headphone jack.

Monitor your audio through the built-in headphone jack.

Another first for me was the Rode Podcaster Web site. This site

was set  up by Rode to  host  and broadcast  the podcasts  that

Podcast owners make. Youill have to set up a free account on the

Podcaster Web site, and there are support documents to help you

get  your  recordings  uploaded.  Not  many  users  are  taking

advantage of  the  site,  but  my guess is  because most  already

have podcast feeds set up elsewhere.

At first I was disappointed that the Podcaster didnit include some

kind  of  carrying  case.  After  time,  however,  I  realized  that  it

wasnit really necessary since this mic is more likely to stay in a

studio  environment  instead  of  traveling  around  for  on-site

recordings.

The Bottom Line

The Rode Podcaster is a great choice for voice recordings, and is

capable of pro-level quality when used correctly. If you tend to

move around a lot when you record, this may not be the best

choice  for  you since condenser  mics  are  better  at  picking up

moving targets.

For users that are comfortable with dynamic mics, however, the

Podcaster is a fantastic choice that will  reliably and accurately

record  your  audio  for  you.  Just  remember  this  one  will  most

likely stay in your recording studio.
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« Souvlaki Space Station.

Irregular IQ Cube. »

Rode Podcaster: The Review.

by Chris Coyier

I’m not exactly shy around microphones. I’ve been in many studio recording sessions, there has

been a microphone in every Mac I’ve owned since I’ve been 12, and I even own a small arsenal of

57’s, 58’s, and a decent condenser for band activities. At the same time, I’m no expert. I couldn’t

tell you what the right microphone is for an acoustic bass in a small theater with echo issues on a

humid summer evening like the pros could. That kind of microphone trivia comes across as

comically absurd to me, kinda like in City Slickers when Mitch challenges Barry what the perfect

ice cream is to follow a meal of frank and beans: “Scoop of chocolate, scoop of vanilla. Don’t

waste my time.”

What I do know is good products and good deals, and the Rode Podcaster is both. The Podcaster is

a USB microphone, meaning a single cable from the mic to USB port is all it takes. Being a

condenser, it needs to be powered, but the power from the USB bus is enough, it needs no separate

power source. My iMac instantly recognized the device.

Buy Rode Products 

Great Products. Great Prices. Absolute Music.

www.absolutemusic.co.uk

Studio Series USB Mics
Free shockmount and case Now with 30%

off, save money

www.EditorsKeys.com/StudioMics
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Notice how it is both a sound input device as well as an output device. The Podcaster has a

headphone jack directly on the microphone, which allows you to listen to yourself in real time

without the delay that plagues other USB microphones.

Being a condenser mic brings about some issues people should be aware of before purchasing. As

a rule, condensers are extremely sensitive. If you are sitting in your home office recording and

your neighbor is mowing his lawn, that is going to be a problem. If you have a mostly-quiet

environment, you should have no trouble. Most condensers are side address, meaning they point

upwards and you speak (sing, play, etc.) into the side of them. Don’t make that mistake with the

Podcaster, it is a frontal address microphone, meaning you speak into the “top” of it. Condensers,

as well as regular microphones, are subject to handling noise, meaning it is going to pick up some

low rumbling sounds if you are holding it in your hands or passing it around. Condensers are often

put in shock mounts to avoid this (pictured in this post, but the Podcaster does not come with a

shock mount). Some condensers pick up sound from many feet away, but the Podcaster’s range is

much smaller. Speaking close to the head is your best bet. Regardless, the pickup pattern is still

cardioid.
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If you have read this far, maybe you’ll be interested in actually hearing the Podcaster in action!

Check out the first FreshArrival audio review below:

Recording that in GarageBand was a fairly simple affair.

For around $200 street price, the Podcaster is an amazingly good deal. There are bigger, better,

fancier microphones out there (obviously), but the Podcaster is more than capable of producing

very high quality professional sound for a fairly low investment.
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Beginning podcasters quickly find out that a bad mic makes for bad audio. Period. There's no undo

button on the microphone. Or as you have no doubt heard, garbage in equals garbage out.

I always advocate improving your sound by improving your mic first. Everything else should be

secondary in my opinion. But for many podcasters, especially those new to audio recording, adding a

professional mic can be a daunting task. It usually means adding a digital to analog converter (via USB

or Firewire interface) and/or a mixer. It might also mean adding a microphone pre-amplifier if you use a

condenser mic.

Now if it weren't enough to face the learning curve of adding all those new components, there's the

issue of money. All those extra goodies cost extra cash.

Enter the USB microphone. USB mics just plug right into any Windows or Mac computer and without

much fuss, you have audio. There's no need for an interface, separate pre-amp or mixer. You may have

to set some preferences or load a driver, but otherwise, it's a painless process.

David Battino got me interested in the Rode Podcaster with his post from the AES show.

I decided to take a closer look for myself.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

The first thing I noticed about the Rode Podcaster was its weight. It felt sturdy, heavy and solid as a

rock. I was surprised because some USB mics feel like toys. While I didn't subject the Rode to any

physical harm, I got the feeling it could hold its own if dropped.

The Podcaster is a dynamic USB mic designed to record voice. It has the look and feel of the

venerable EV RE-20. It ships with a 15-foot long USB cable. I plugged it into my MacBookPro,

opened the System Preferences panel and clicked on Sound. There it was on the Input list, already

selected. I fired up GarageBand 3.0 and same thing. It immediately saw the Rode Podcaster, and I

was recording in less than 60 seconds. I do have to admit that the ease of that transaction was not

lost on me. There's a great deal to be said for ease-of-use in this time-is-money world we live in. I did

not test the Rode on a Windows machine, but noticed there were Windows drivers available and I

assume that the process would be similarly simple.

OPERATION

Right off the bat I decided the mic needed more gain. This seems to be a typical side effect of the

USB mics. It has more gain than the Snowball, but not much. In order to get enough volume out of

the mic, I had to turn my mic input all the way up and then I had to work the mic fairly close.

Using this technique, I found that the mic produced sufficient level to record a clean track. There was

almost no self-noise.

By the way, some reviewers claim this mic has a high-pass filter. It does if you are using Windows

and install a software switch - but there is no traditional HP switch on the mic itself.
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